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97-335 Febrwtry 18 1982 Washington, D.C.
Other provisions would prohibit agencies from seeking Congressional
appropriations for the purpose of paying interest charges on overdue accounts,
would authorize but not require grant recipients to pay interest charges, and
would require a detailed report on the interest payments made during the
previous year to be submitted to OMB.
#I #I #I
SUCCESSOR TO SADAT. It was my privilege recently to meet his Excellency
Hosni Mubarak, the new President of Egypt, at a coffee/meeting held by the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.
President Mubarak assumed office last year after the tragic assasination of
the late Anwar e1-Sadat. After a distinguished military career he served as Vice
President under Sadat. Since taking office, President Mubarak has maintained
good relations with the United States.
HOORE AIR BASE PROJECTS. The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service recently
gave me a progress report on several projects currently under way for Moore Air
Base in Mission.
The 1982 Department of Agriculture appropriations bill contained $865,000
for APHIS to construct a Mexican fruit fly facility plus additional funding to
set up bird quarantine trailers at the airfield.
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APHIS reports that the Mexfly facility has undergone basic planning and the
agency hopes to contract with an architectural engineering firm to develop contract
documents such as detailed design specifications by this fall.
Shortly after the facility design is completed, a construction contract will be
awarded. The contract for the bird facilities is expected to be awarded during the
fcu~th quarter of the 1982 fiscal year.
Officials of the Agricultural Research Service are working on drawings for the
relocation of the Texas cattle fever tick research facility presently at Falcon
Heights to a 103-acre pasture area at the airfield.
It is good that these projects are coming along. The result may be a number
of short and long-term jobs for the Valley.
* * *
NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST. It was a time for leaders of our government and those of
other nations to express their public faith in God and ask for His guidance in
solVing the difficult problems of our times.
Your Congressman was among hundreds of persons in key positions in the U.S.
government to attend the National Prayer Breakfast on February 4. President and
Mrs. Reagan and Vice President and Mrs. Bush attended the breakfast, as well as
digr.itaries from 120 nations. I was privileged to act as Congressional host for
a table which included representatives from Great Britain, West Germany and Jordan.
We were particularly thankful to have with us Brig. Gen. James L. Dozier
following his rescue from Italian terrorists. Mr. and Mrs. Alton Barker of
McAllen were also in attendance.
* * *
CROP INSURANCE EFFORTS BEAR FRUIT. Recently the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation
advised me that it plans to be in a position to offer crop insurance coverage for
citrus trees in the 1982/83 season.
FCIC told me a policy should be ready to market by June. The Agency recently
met with certain Rio Grande Valley growers and thoroughly discussed policy provisions
and implementation dates.
Crop insurance for citrus trees is something I have pushed for a long time
~nd it is heartening to see that my efforts have borne fruit, if you'll excuse
the pun.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME this week: Pedro Grimaldo, Alicia Vera, Dr. Tony Zavaleta, and
Dr. Jesus Antonio Caquias, all of Brownsville; Mayor Cesar Gonzalez of San Benito;
Sandy Hall of Alamo; Councilman Tony Gutierrez, Helen Hovender, and Francisco Gonzale ,
all of Harlingen; Paula Cortez of Rio Hondo; Susan MacMiller of Mission; Alfredo
G~rza of Primera; Mr. and Mrs. Alton Barker, Josie Garcia, and Lee Jinks, all of
McAllen.
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